
TEE FINANCIAL QUESTION.
Nrantor Morton's Reply 10 Harare Greeley.
? Defence ei the Senator's Muanclal Plan.

Wasuinoton, D. C-, X>ec., 18t>8.

Dob. Hohai b Okhblst, New York:.
I)kah Sir.la your letter addressed to me in the

tribune of the UJ«t Inst, you undertake to answer

aever&l positions taken by me in my lute speech In

the Senate on the currency, tut devote yourself
chiefly to the establishment of the proposition that
the government can and should at once resume

tpecie payments with only $70,000,000 of gold In the

Treasury sad that the declaration of resumption
would have the rifect to bring the greenback cur¬

rency to par. and to rebut the idea that more than

$70,000,000 would bo required with which to begin
resumption you say

Tciu assume the! If wo resume the government must "re-
deem the greenback currency." I Hunk not Our banks
have rcprAteuly resumed slier mourns ami even years of sus-

Gneion uud havo never beeu required thereupon to redeem
ilr outstanding issues. On the contrary, the fact or their

resumption hat uniformly precluded all desire or disposition
to eisct such redemption. Vet their notes were not a legal
tender, bad not the federal government behind thsm. but
were the mere promises the long falsified promises.of pri¬
vate corporations. Yet we all went 011 receiving and paying
them out without asking for specie to the usleui of ouu dol¬
lar in twentv of the notes thus suddenly made redeemable lu
coin. If you think the people, who have so. often shown
faith In and forheaisnce toward private moneyed corpora¬
tions, would not now evince at least equal faith in the govern-
sneot that Is, in theinrelvea. you have given me no reasons
tor abating your distrust.

You then euter into au argument of some length
to show the superior convenience or the greeubucic
currency over coin. Von show very clearly how
business would be impeded by a mere metallic cur¬

rency; that the business or the country cau be
better developed and e\tended by it redeemable or

convertible paper currency, ana that the people
could not do without the greenback curreucy long
enough to have it run inSu the Treasury tor redemp¬
tion in goid.

tour argument is excellent to prove (hat after the
greenback currency- has be-u brought to par if
would be prelcrable to gold, and but lilt.e of it would
in- brought to the government lor redemption; but
as long no the greenback currency in three rents
under par that margin would make it profitable to
fcruk- r* i > run it into lire Treasury lrom every purt
of the n led States.
Agaiu you iay
Let us suppose the government resume to-morrow --or, If

vou --use, o.i tli" lit of January at band- who wiil hasten
lo drain tin- Tri-usury of its seventy million* of colu ? Not
vou and 1, certainly.not the groat, buay, active worker* and
trader!; lor, ibe money In our bane* being now equal to
coin, we have no Inducement, no motive to do no. We ahould
go on working mid trading, receiving and paying out pre¬
cisely ae we do now, only tending to lliti mint or Treasury for
a little coin aa ch «nge or lo satisfy Home oilier need. The la-1
tbal our money wa.. al par with and won -1 bring coin ul will
would dlvrat -it of all -let-Ire i t exchange It.

lint there w.mld be a c ant, I am mire not a large nor a
atrong oue, who would ru>b tor coin, either fearing that tbe
Treasury would, or desirous tiiat it should, he run <117. How
aoon, think you, could it,esc gamblers in annual Insolvency
raise money enough to dralu tbu Treasury of $70.U0U,Ud(l r
Mtml thai every ptibib- oil cer, every pensioner, every solvent
banker, every bondholder, ovt-ry man in an honest, useful
Inisine-a. every railroad, every ewdltor, every one having a

eatery or oihei i-te-l luc-tniu, would have a strong, personal
luter'-st in the Hticcen ol the effort to maintain specie pay¬
ments. fan von uiiag.tie that the lame ducks of Wall street,
tbe speculators n ualioual dishonor, are strong enough to
overcome them :

Here you assume the great fact to be established
thai tiy tin- declaration of resumption the greenback
note- wiil tie brought to pur. According to vour
pluu the banka tuu.-t resume ut the same time with
the government, and the $To,UK»,utX) of gold In the
Treasury would fail short of their greenback reserves
$20,u0d,n00 or id, idj,000. To iiiaae themselves
strong they would have to convert their reserves
Into eolu, which would reciulre more than the gov-

couid furnish at the time, wliicliernmeut eount furnish at the time, which would re¬
sult not only 111 a puuio uuioug toe banks, bht amoug
the people, uini h-a\e the currency in a mucli worse
condition limn i' Is iiotv and most likely bnug ou a
crishi ami crush.
Hut thru you go on to say that you would not rely

only on the i, .000 .100 ol colli in the Treasury, but
vt.uld forthwith issue u new bond to run loO
years, to be untaxable, and to draw Interest at
the rule hi four; t-r t en:; ami tins bond you believe
could tw lloutetl ai par 111 gold.
This belief ou your pai l proceeds upon the funda¬

mental error Uidt by a declaration of tesumplion the
greenbacks w -ultl ho suddenly brought to par, for it
wouid be piepostt rous to tuik aiaiui -elllug a four
per cent l»oi.tl at par in gold while the currency is
still depreciated and bonds drawing six per cent
iLtcre-t 111 gold are worth less than eighty cents ou
the doliur.
Vou rely upon a legl->lutive declaration of resump¬

tion to bring ttie gieenbuck curreucy suddenly to
par.a ri-u t which cau only be etfecteil by nine ana
ample preparation fur retiemptlnn. Vou rely upon
sudden uo-l spastuotli action wnere there should be
no epto 01 violence, mid where the great rw-ult
sho-ud ¦% reached by gratiuai approaches from the
adoption of measures unit would command the con-
tliieiioe of the country without disturbing its busi¬
ness. If tlic work of redemption begins be.'ore the
currency is brought lo par the gold paid out would
nut pa. iu.o circulation, but sink back into an arti¬
cle of men hand so, to be sold in the market.
Agaiu you say
The one turn* nuntful for resumption Is to provi-le somo

lot in u. national utilisation wbtcli the bulbars of ttreenba-rks
will p.-. for in 1 nlD.111 oilier wuriis, some governm--nt security
which will largely sell at s-uue rale shove specie par. VV.'ien-
evi-i we bare lliat we- no res true with but ten millions of
coin in ibe Treasury. Without It we may fall to maintain
.porie payment, tnnugb w« be-;in witb a coin reaerv* of two
bunurrd lull dona.
This chaugvs the whole character of your propo¬

sition and nuke* resumption look rattier to contrac¬
tion by funding than to redemption.
Vour tirst argument was that greenbacks

were so much more convenient and desirable
tiian gold that they would not be presented
for redemption. Hut here you state "that we
cannot sateiy resume even wnh 1200.000,009 of
gold m the Treasury, and that the one thing needful
for resumption is to provide a new bond, which the
holders of gr-ienbacks would prefer to colu,
which wUI sell at a premium above specie par, and
thai when we have got such a bond we can safely
resume with (lo.uoo.ouo of gold id the t reasury.
Here you would Beent to make resumption Impossi¬
ble by requiring 111 advaucea national security which
wiii lsrpeiy sell «' some rate above specie par. which
the holders ol greenbacks will preler to com. aud
widen you have lu-iure said an-mld Is-ar interest at
tin lateof lourorilve pei cent, micu a lsiu-t could
not be sold even at par until after resumption ts
flrmiy established, much lew m advance, as a means
ot bringing it about.
Wnii such a bond, w hich the holders of greenbacks

would prefer to com, the giecniiacks would be
funded, ami it would result in large and sttddon con¬
traction, which would be 111 jiunUiiiy to your first
or-'|iii-itlon ti nt the people need the greenbacks and
win Keep them. Vour policy, like th.it of the Secre¬
tary of nil* Treasury, resolves Itself Anally Into con¬
traction. and 11. to tip* eviiS of iiiiuiediute resump¬
tion yon add the calamine* or -arge contraction
you will make short wora of the busuiew of the
country.
Again von say:.
Tln-gli 01 iiaum.tlon Is a general fall of twenty-five to

forty par cot i-i j.rlee* anil n con*equ«ai appreciation of
ael-t*. Make tbr pr -ccaa a* gradual «« yon will. It involves
*111 "« to ti.any anil at l- ut apparent loss to all. We shall
ai) b* worth fewer dol'are ihiui now, because our -laliars will
mean more slu r r,» uuplluii than they now do. v. ages must
fan. p- ope iy *. I- cheaper or tie unsalable: the sliertll ami
thi- coMiabie wl bp after a good itiany of it*. We inn-d suf¬
fer, auyiniw; but I preltr to Uk* tue I lunge at once ami be
«lone alib it.

if sudden resumption wtil Involve th" great decline
In prices which you say It Will it would be a vast
calamity lo lae m'ajuritv of the people of the I ulted
ioales. It would certuinlv bankrupt or suspend
three-fourths of the business iunn of the country ut
.wee it would pro :,----'!ig and desolation of
which we have uo record In ttus or any outer coun¬
try. Ilundreos of thousunds now living in comfort
would be reduced to poverty. Huslnesa would l*
destroyed, the poor I* ft wiiimut employment, tbe
people unable to pity I heir tuxes and tue
gov-ruiii.ut itself threatened wttti bankruptcy
and dishonor, and yet you sav yon waut to
make the plunge at ones. If the private in¬
debtedness of mis people to each other on the
lai of February, i*su, amount to fB,000,000,000, the
capacity ol the debtors to par, li» your lowest esti¬
mate, would be diminished to the extent of
$2,000,000,000. Vou may be ready to make the
plunge, but the great bodv of the p -opl j are not.
vour plan would suit admirably ilia; < ass of people
who are not In debt and lime plenty of capital or
who have A \ed incomes, which would ts* greatly
improved in value by the large decline In prices <1
every ott er kind of property. V our plan would en-
rtcli the creditors by the destruction of the debtors;
for, aa you say, the sin rut anu constable would l>e
after "many of us;" our property would bo sold for
a song and a largo balance of debt Is1 left again-1
our future earnings. And all this sum ring and des¬
titution, I put, nw-orriiiig to your own statement, is
what would be the i-decl of immediate resumption.
Again you say:.
I would returns to morrow on our seventy million* of roln

.ml provide further it-caus of maintaining ape-l* paymenta
neit -lay. Hut If we an- not lo resume forthwith, then 1
wml-l ne at least Sflv tnllhou* of tbe coin In lb* Treasury
to buy up and i-eueit Interest bea- lug bonds, and thus upprc-
elate that credit, tho«e securities, which are our ultimata
resources for maintaining aped* paymonia. You do not

i-r our hiinili lalt unpaid '

diiiibl tbal the market value of our hondi lalt unpaid would
l>e -lei-ldedlv i nbam-ed by tliua tuiylnj up and doeiroyinf
¦lily mlllionaof thi-m, and f tblnk you must sec thai Hilt
Wkiuld render It p< *<lbis to ue|oilata new ioaue on belter
terma Iban we could now do.

This Is equivalent to a declaration that If vou can¬
not avc Immediate ri-sutiiptiuu you will postpmie it
ludi-Aultely. If re.i-tnopilon Is the dcsiralile thing
you describe would It uot he better to have It at the
end of two r- ars and a half than to put It off for
twelve or 0fleeii yours ? Vour proposal to approach
ft bv Investing Ho-surplus gold in the purchase of
bonds w itli the view of appreciating tne value of
the est of them, would be [Ike a proposition logo
from New York to Boston by way of the tSMdWicit
Islands, it would be a long way round.
Aga.n you say:.
I ybje<' to your prospective resumption that It doom* sit

bi'Si-MI- ik'fty n.i-ir ,,a m-re ,.f painful -in -ertalnty. We
tri-d vpni i . in au-.*unc«. r-m-e, by dlrw ting tbe Secre¬
tary H c-ae ill and d .troy ok,WO,mo of giecnh*ek* i>»r
"i i-*.' Wtcr . da,. Ibat w -il l hare Ur-uighl US
a>< wlv btC * ireii in -eeuniptUin bad it can perwvered In.
Hi t so soc,d %a tbe all-)- le-.an to pini b CooplN nrfllV-l it
to ki-taaen Y >\ ,, ,ay tbaT IT wi r-it do a<- again If

.... . think that w
er at-on . t< ntly thai we s'isII hard y feel It.

ed to -'-mar *sr<l 11

Not so. for hyJ flxinja Hm . for r -sumption an 1
n> ,nig tne nece-o vw prt.i ua.to-i alipinfq -mci r
l.t ul; Would tie 0-1 Vatndib t -n'ly would hnve
ad n ¦ l.ip'uxi i-'.'s iu . vt t-at t -act

would be repealed In one to which all the legislation
of Congress la liable. The contraction of $4,000,000
of gieeulacks per month is not a case in point, but
does go to prove that you cannot bring about re¬
sumption by contraction, for while contraction a as
going on Hie currency grew worse. It sectna difficult
to make many people understand the simple truth
that the way to bring; the grccubacks up to par is
by preparing to redeem or pay them according to
the promise on their face. They iusist on climbing
up by aome other way.Now, sir. In contrast to your plan, which would be
¦o merciless, If it were possible, 1 will present you
with another:.
first.That Congress shall by law flu a time, say

first of July, 1871, 10 begin the redemption of the
greenback notes. By fixing a time so tar in ihe
future people would tie advised of the change, adjust
their business ami make their contracts accordingly.
Itetore that tline nearly all the existing Indebted-
liess among the people will have been paid.
By an estimate which has been approved by some
who were well versed in the business of the country
three-fourths of the existing Indebtedness among
the people will he discharged within twelve months
from the 1st of January, lstjo; throe-fourths of the re¬
maining one-fourth will be discharged wlthlu lite
next twelve months, and that by the 1st of July,
1871, ttiere will not tie in existence and unpaid to ex¬
ceed four per cent of the existing Indebtedness, and
thus the debtor class will almost entirely escape
from the oppression and disasters with which j oar
plan would overwhelm tliem, arising from the
sudden decline in the prices of all kiuds of property.
Second.Uy fixing a definite period when the

greenback note wld be redeemed a fixed value will
lie given to it, which will constantly appreciate as
the period fixed for redcmpilon approaches, and it
will be a; par at or before tuat tune, provided the
government is making th" necessary preparations
for its redemption. It wtll be much better for the
business of the country for it to reach par by gradual
appreciation thau to come up to it by a sudden Jerk,
as you propose. The whole process should be gradual
so that the transition which the country must make
from one condition to the oilier shall be made with
us little disturbance as possible.
Thirtt.By tlxltig a time for redemption so lar in

the future government can, without sudden strain
and without great sacrifice, get ready tor it. To
bring about the gradual appreciation of the green¬
back notes the gold mpst visibly accumulate in the
Treasury as the time goes on. The lion. John J.
Cisco said in a letter some two years ago that the
presence in the Treasury of a gold surplus of seventy
or eighty millions gave strength to the currency, al¬
though not set apart by law for its redemption,
from the probability that it might be so
appropriated 111 the future. Should Congress rcluse
to reserve the present surplus gold in the Treasury
and that which Is to accrue for the redemption of
tho currency, but empower the Secretary of the Trea¬
sury, before the time arrives for redemption, to ob-
taiu the necessary gold by the sale of our bonds, it
would probably bring up the notes to par at that
time, if be was known to have made the preparation;
but their «nnrunli>Hnn .......i. >but their appreciation would uoi l>c so gratfual or so
certain as If the gold was visibly accuacertain as 11 the gold was visibly accumulating while
the Intermediate time was passing.
That it would be necessary to nave In the Treasury

an amount equal to the greenback currency, to begin
redemption, I do not believe. lteUemption could
safely begin with $ttX),i>uo,uou of gold in the Treasury
under the provisions of my bill, but certainly not
with $70,000,000. In this work confidence Is every¬
thing, and m a plant of slow growth and can only be
produced by the obvious employmom of the neces¬
sary measures of preparation. II the people are sat¬
isfied ttiat the Treasury has gold enough to redeem
all the notes that will probably be preseuted, but few
will be presented; but It not, then there will be a
rush for the gold to sell It In the market again at a
profit, and this is the precise principle upon wnlcu
specie paying banks have been sustained.
Fixing resumption at a reasonable time In the

luturo which the government aud the people may
work (o, aud the making of needtul preparation-, to
be known and understood by all. are indispensable
to any plun of resumption which would avoid the
hardships which vou admit would attend the adop¬
tion of yours, By the method 1 have suggested
there will be an actual Inflation of the currency at
the time of resumption to the extent that the whole
amount of goid and silver In the country that would
enter uito the circulation would exceed the amount
of greenbacks that would t>e presented for redemp¬
tion, ami this would do much to prevent tlic hard¬
ships that might otherwise occur.

1 am sorry that in the conclusion of your letter
you thought it necessary to introduce a matter
Which Is torelgn to the subject m controversy and
seems to be Intended to be personal and seve.e.
That 1 may not appear to misrepresent you I quot.
what you say:.
B it for the in)anion*!* dishnnrsl proposition that the

five-twi'iitle* might Jiutl) Is- puul oft tit greenback*, ami tin'
powerful name* whereby that nllany wii upheld, we
udgbi have resumed ami coumcheed funding our liwi.
nvtntle* at a lower interest long ago. It doei not
become even a fiwi aud repentant supporter of that
criminal b under to Insinuate distrust of my sincerity in
urging epeedy resumption, nor to talk of my suggesting "how
aot to do it." Tbl* country i* to-day m»uy million* poorer
end roucb farther from perfect eolveucy hy reason of thnt
wretched device of copperhead nm< al ly, the greenback
theory, and of the eounteuaoce lent to It by ntcu wlciett
patriotism and sense of olulgalton to Ihe nation's crsidltoia
should hare kept them out of tills slough, If their Integritydid not suthce. When this countenance shall have hern
wholly withdrawn and apologised for we shall be veiy near
to resumption. I am, respectfully, yours,llOKACE UKEELEV.
New Yobk, December 21,1888.
in a speech in the Senate last summer 1 argned

thai under the statutes creutiug the legal tender
notes aud tlve-tweuty bonds me government had
the right to use tne old or existing notes In payment
of those bonds. This argument 1 prefaced witn the
declaration that the first duty ot the government
was to return to specie payments, wiiicti would
render this question unimportant, und denying the
right of the government to issue new note* with
which to pay those bouds. What was Oiled the
Pendleton theory, that the government him the
right to print new notes with which to pay the flve-
tweiuy bonds, 1 have always condemned. If this
j>os!tion is what you call the "greenback theory,"
the -Infamously dishonest proposition," the "crimi¬
nal blunder," you need uof put me dow u as a repent¬
ant supporter. Vou have no evidence ot my re-
petitanoa.

V our statement that but for the talk of paving the
flve-tweuues in greenbacks the government would
Have resumed specie payments and commenced
funding our five-twenties "at a lower rate of interest
long ago Is absurd. Ills absolutely refuted by the
qtiotsl ous of our stocks both at home and abroad.
The six per cents ot 1881. as they are called, that
were Issued und sold before the passage ot the
statutes creating the legal tender notes, und which
nobody pretended should be paid in any thing
but coin and al«>ut which there has never been a
question, have never been rated more than four
cents higher than the five-twenties; aud this was
because the law creating tiiem reserved no right on
Um pun ot ihe government topu loom before tlwy
fall due In 1881 aud cannot be loaded as the others
may. The fact is, our boudliolders understand per¬
fectly well that, whatever may be the law of the
question, the bOO N or III considerable pHrt ot tlU ill
cauuol be past in eolu while the currency remains
depreciated; that It is folly Pi talk aliuut plying ttr*
bonds In gold if the government cannot procure
gold enough wherewith to redeem' the green¬
backs; tuat the redemption of tlic notes and a re¬
turn to specie payments Is e neeeaeerj condition
precedent to tLe payment of the bonds m gold;
and thej look muck move to the latum to apecte
pay menis and ttie establishment of our finances upon
it »oltd basis than to tlic mere form ot the contract as
to how they shall la- paid. Cold payments should
Is gin with the debt tuat is due, winch is the cur¬
rency, and not bv shaving bonds that wtll not be dm*
for fourteen years. The currency lies at the founda
tion of the whole financial structure, and if it be uti-
Roiind the structure above muai l»e insecure ami
dangerous. When it becomes good by being made
convertible into gold the national debt may be
fun led, bj which one third o( the present volume of
inti it'wf nun I***t>c *aml-a:"l the iift'lon will ram th
burden w.th an ever-lncreas.ug ea^* ulmi uhflnai
di*. huigi shall come. I am very respectfully yours

O. p. Ml)IffoN. '

Kcsumnlion of Specif Pej men I .l.rtter* front
Mr. I>miIiI Wilder nod Trciisnrer spinner.
i lie billowing It tin to the editor of the Boston

Transcript explains itself:.
8htk Hook, Boston, Her. M, 1*«*.

To Til* F.ntTOH OK Til K HonTON THINS) ItlPT:.
1 hint in your paper this evening a letter upon the

subject of resumption of specie payments, addressed
to me hy Won. K. K. Bpluner, i nitcii .states Treas¬
urer, in which I uiu credited with having been lor
many years Treasurer of this common wealth. My
father, whose name I hear, w is Treasurer irom t- 't
to i*4J, ami It was tltirinK Hint period thai
my connection with the department commenced.
This continued nntll lsav, when the office of .statu
Auditor wa» created. I took charge of this ami re¬
mained until 1H64; having meantinie become his¬
torically conversant Willi the transactions in the
Treasury back to the comment ctnoni of the present
century, In making a statistical article purdished
tv» I. smith Human*. in one of the *riy number* of
the lUuiki'i*' Magazine. I also prepared an analysis
and made n new arrangement of the accounts in the
Treasury from IA'tl to 1MB, which was putillslied in
my rci«»ri as Auditor at the close of the latter year,
and have now in preparation a similar analysis for
t<-n \eara. from isftsKi isCT. for the use of our pre-
aent Tn usurer, Mr. Jacob If. Loud. It lias ticeu mv
purpose to understand its well as I could llic princi¬
ples which have been recognised tiy those who hav«
managed our State finances, because I have felt tl at
it was here. If anywhere, that these would la- sound.
And It 'is something iu our favor that we are aide
to say that for sixty years, since luo defalcation of
Treasurer hkinner, there has never i»«*eii a dollar
lost to the Commonwealth, nor any delay lu the
payment of Its obligations, nor any trouble with the
bauks where our luiius have beeu kept on deposit.
Hurmg more than fortv of these sixty yeara wc have
had lu New Kngland what has tiecu known aa the
Suffolk Hank sjsbmi of redemption, founded upon
the Idea that ail t>ank notes ahould be made r<iual to
specie funds at the commercial centre toward which
tney naturally flow, and where they are worth most.
I remember, as many of your readers cannot, the
establishment of this system, and how it nas made
leas and less specie ncc>-s*arv In the MttlflMfet ol
our balances. When the clearing house waa estab¬
lished, not only waa there still less rati for coin, but
bank notes were superceded bv checks, showing
that, but little, comparatively, of what t<
called money, Is needed to carry on our
Immense and constantly Increasing business.
All this long experience has shown conclusively
that it is not specie, or any particular form of cur¬
rency, that we need to enable us to rosuui", so much
ss that all paper should be measured by specie, or,
lu other words, represent commodities at speciepries. If is this expression to which Mr. spinnerobjects, lie i Isltnlng "mt psper cannnt be measured
by specie which we do no pos« ss. I have ftestimeu,
us I believe, properly, In my treatment of this rjnes-
11on, that >he country l ahk wnivh has luuds in liit

city toward which lta notca flow for redemptloi
does uot need specie at home. The hank In the cltj
which can supply that which will purchase ex
change on Loudon or Paris does not need coin
nor la coin paid when the bill la preaeniet
abroad. The five millions of gold brought home
from Prance by Audrew Jackson was all due then:
for goods purchased there on credit, and uiuch oi
this gold went buck In the original packages to pav
these same debts, involving double transportation,risk and loss of Interest. It seems to us, who look
at this question practically, that too much stress o
luid upon the necessity lor a certain proportion be¬
tween the atuoutn of specie on hand and notes in
circulation, and that we fall to see how much of al
our business is transacted without reicrence to go d
except as a standard, having a well known and con¬
siderably uniform relation to labor, by which its own
cost Is determined. Let us suppose that my propo¬sition to call the legal tenders Bcventy-flve cents on
the dollar In gold is adopted and all these notes
placed on compound Interest, at that price, in
the hands oi the present holders. No one
will pretend that they are worth more than
that, or that this change would increase or
dimiuish their purchasing power beyond the accrued
Interest, it Is estimated that be ides the currency
obligations of the government, mere arc private cur¬
rency dehts to the extent of at least $:t,ouO,0011,0.10,and all these would be increased In amount practi¬
cally at least one-third by any mode of resumptionoilier than the one I have proposed, ami which the
creditors stigmatise as repudiniiou. 1 umlerstahd
by repudiation that we give creditors leas than has
been promised, and this Is what 1 have never pitposed to do. 1 objected to the passage of t|e LegalTender uet, because 1 knew it would change Hie
monetary standard us absolutely as if we thifciiUi de¬
base our coins or reduce their weight, and (hus de-
tratid creditors as we hud 110 right to do. I object
now, on the same principle, to any change in the
standard without provision for all the contracts
existing at the tune payable In currency or
tu the debase t coinage called legal tenders, bec.au-e
it will delraud the debtor by compelling him to pay
more than he has agreed. Ho does not iuy more
dollars In number, hut he is called upon tqpav ii.e
same number worth a much higher price. his is
both unjust and unconstitutional, and 1 confess iuy
surprise t ft at so many intelligent writers on this sub¬
ject have failed to see that It Is Just as much repudi¬
ation for a creditor to exact more than is doc :o hlui
as it ts for the debtor to pay less than lie otve*. Let
us fncl the true specie value of all our currency La¬
bilities and then say that these shall be brought to
the specie standard, and that all contracts In future
shall be made ny that standard, as tUe.v were iprm-eriy here «ind are now abroad, without rejuirtng
any considerable amount of specie hi their
payment, this being made by all the various
forms of currency which represent and act us
titles to the commodities winch wo exchtnge, as
deeds and shares of stock do for real estate or fixed
property. The instant eilect of resumption would
be to reduce the prices of all property to tlie gold
standard, and thus diminish the paying powei oi all
debtors, unless, as I have suggested, the priors (uot
the value) oi their liabilities are slmultanroisly re¬
duced in the same pioportlon. Make this reduction^and resumption may be secured at once, safely and
equitably for all parties; fail to do this and resump¬
tion is uot possible at present, for the debtors who
owe in currency control too many votes; and they
will never pay In gold, however much the ;reditors
may desire It. llcfore leaving this subject I wish to
suggest to your readers who are Interested tu tt that
one great itcccessity of our country, and tu fact of
the whole world, is a truly national tret banking
system, loumled upon the single condition that the
lianker who receives notes from the governmentfor circulation shall give the most ample security
in addition to and not as part of Ills working capi¬
tal, that there shall never be any failure to make the
uores as good as gold at the commercial centre to¬
ward which they naturally ilow, and there should
also be a reasonable annual tax paid Into the nubile
treasury on the circulation, and theu the bmkers
should be left In entire freedom. Legislation can
not determine where banks shall be located, nor
liow many we shall have, neither can we sty how
much capital, how many notes or how muc'i specie
there is required by our growing commerce, but
we can sav that ir notes are issued they stall be us
good us gold, and that a portiou of the profit on
their circulation shall return to us. Ami ths we may
safely estimate would soon amount, to |4U,000,000
per annum ou the notes required for oir use, a*
arter the withdrawal of legal tend r-< by funding,
we should want nearly or quite sl,000,iwo,00o, 011
which we could collect four per cent.
but our first business lHto resume, and that, wuli

dtic respect tu the views ol Mr. Spinnet. 1 believe
can be done safely, honestly and^it once.^^^,^

Another Letter from Mr. gpiniirr.
TltkASC 11Y UP THK UNITED SrATES. 1

WASHINGTON", UCC. 20, 1,6-. J
Leak 8111.There at e so many good things and true

In your letter of the 24th instant, just now received,
that I should perhaps let pass w hut I do not approve,
and tnus end our irteudly controversy, as 1, lor the
waut of time to continue it, had intended to have
done, when last 1 wrote you, but 1 cannot refrain
front saying just ono word move.
You say that you "have never bten able to see

how we could ask that contracts made witn dollars
worth only seventy-live cents or less should he paid
with those worth oue hundred, uny more than all
should that those made with the dollar at oue
hundred should lie paid with those worth only
flttv." And you add:."In either rase iltere Is u
gross wrong."the difference tieing that when you
luke half from the creditor you still leave
half, and do not ruin him; while If you add one-third
to the obligations of the debtor you break liltudown,
because upon an average this Is more lit addition to
Ilia liabilities."
To this my answer Is, though trite, 'tis true, "two

wrongs can never make a right."
Because a class of creditors hail an Injustice done

tlieui some years since by a class of debtors is not a
good reason wliv a class of debtors should now do
another net of injustice to a class 01 creditors. This
proposition, as a general rule, would ccetu so plum
as scarce to require another word. But when It ts
seen that the very persons that suffered by the first
wrong may be the same persons on vvlioiu It is now
proposed to put a uew injustice, the wrong becomes
more clearly apparent to all. the creditor of that
davntav have, oy the very wrong action that youcomplain of, become the debtor or to-day, aud vicn
' Vny two given men. having business relations
then and now. n ay have reversed tueir several con¬
ditions of debto; and reditor since. The inland
nartv then m.tv. tf vo,ir theory Is* carried oui, be¬
come the iniiired tiari. aeuin now; and the other
party, benefited equally by the first wrong, would
be again benefited.
Nth hut a wrong was dine from the direst nec^s-

sllv auiitc vents since Is 1 nighty bad reason why
another wionfir s:,u»tld low he perpetrated from
mere wantonness.

, , . ,lure is a single other -onslderatlon to which 1
desire to Invite your nt:ctiton. In your close ecru-
tmv of the mere liuam ial Mew <>f the question you
hccui to some extent to liavi overlooked the moralityhi till itjr«»»in3 x.-* vi. <v

tluit is involved, aid to live entirely tost sight of
the poii tiiI fs arltig thst Hi- manner of settling thisIII* IJUM ill ."

ouestiou will have upon the til 11 re of the country.
I II. iiioicv 1I1 at .s now r« p e-ciitc.l by Ih.- national

,1 ,1 vv 1 d .0 tie govt aicent a: a time when
11 v.i s m irreai 1 ill. But for the tlmelv aid ilius re-
eeive-i our 1 overunient would have gone out of ex-
Is -ice. Most the loans wee made to the govern-
inent from patriotic motives: uanyput their all into
tin 11 to save the life of the tutlm. other*. perhaps
not so pa riotte. saw the stru 1 tie goveruinent v. as
in lhev saw the nation's-ltuger and thetr own.
riiev took Hie riss Had tie government railed
their whole investment vvonhi hav-e Item a total loss.
\ovv tiiai their money thus <aved It. ts it right in
that government thus saved to turn on Its saviours
and say. " 1 our gains ure toi great: wc will com¬
pound tint debt I"'
Do this and let the government's needs or dangers

tie ever so greut In the future noonewiil belouud
who will thru lend It a single collar, cither front pa-
trio r- motive*. Si at any rate >f lute st whatever.
I veivUi.lv would say the government 1 ailed to »eep
it* railli in Ih- luist. what assn uncc n there for the
present or the I mure? And not few would probablySav a government that does no keep faith with Its
own cltlaens Is not worth savlm. into government
is faithless what Impels there or the peoplet The
liXj. rtULv of 'i irovtmment uiBJ l>6 aaauiDCtl to
aistui the average morality of t le l*1*1 a['()governed bv it. Lower the stai-lurd «>f the one and
the otlie sink-wuli It. Althoogi I i^tTewUhyou111 many id yonr views it isdue tocandir and 'ra'ik-
ncss that I sbosld say to you lha I tissent 'nO/fo
from all voti -av in regard to class or sn-tlonal tnter-
ems. Itieso should be thrown entreiyout of the dla-
cusslon of the finance question.

it w is hoped thai the sional fatltre that attended
the efforts of one or the candidates in liedate poMval
campaign to array the West again UeKASlonUiis
very quest Ion, aud tho verdict then rtndered bv the
Went on rite l*»ue then tniwte *n<i tiaa wi«
tied it. tit least to the satisfaction ? the fcatf, for-
ever. Itight is right and wrong 1* Wong, whether
done by tint creditor or the deotorJtnd it matters
not whether the one or the other ntipens to have
his home cither at the Hast or 'n Me feat West.
The wtiole country lias one destth. All should

lie jealous of Its good natue st hot* and »broad.
t herefore, let us is- just and keep fait with all with¬
out regard to localities. In haste, WcNrtf"!hr yottrs,

r* . »ti

David Wilder, Esq.. Boston, Mass

THE LEGAL TENDER QlMlOA.
Ah Ohio .1 ur 1*1 lilTra no Opinion on the wnh-

JeeU
[From the Cincinnati oatette. »ec. iis.jWe publish below u letter from .hide- \;»sh, of oal-

llpolla, maintaining i t<ut If tlie Hnprtme court nliall
decide the paper tender act illegal alllebts will have
to t>e paid at their face id coin; also,that Congress
had power to make note* a legal tenor. and that if
the court derides otherwise It will be political and
not a legal decision, and eniltied to D respect, but
will i»u a cause for reorganl/.lng th court. This
would be an earnest and radical tratmcut of the
case.

fiAt.urot.is, Ktc. ix t«w.
To nut Rpitok or tiir Cincinnati :a/.kttk:.

I *t( in an editorial In the (fatettt an allusion to
the constitutionality of the act nuking Treasury
notes a legal tender. You seein to uppoac that if
the court uecldcs aald nctto bciinconiiiutlonai such
occiMloh can do little or no tiuscoief, Anco it will not
affect contracts made since the pa**aA of that law.

isel wfand refer to the opinion of counsel who argued
against the law as an authority. It the nunae! made
any such admission ho Is clearly tnlsta.cn.

All agreements are to pay so man. dollars, and
nothing hut whui i» a legal tender an discharge
such a contract, "liy the term money '* ways Judge
Hitchcock (in Morn* vs. Edwards, . Ohio dep.,
204), "we generally understand that which is tor
lawful currency oi a country, that which mar be

tendered and must be received in discharge of a sub¬
sisting debt." iience a contract to pay $2,000 m cur¬
rent hunk notes In the city of Cincinnati Is a contract
to pay money if the bank notes are not tendered
at tlie time. (Vide huiitti vs. Coddard, 1 Ohio
(hep., 17s.) A note payable in current funds of the
Stale of Ohio is a note payable in money. (Sweet-
lami vs. (fralgts, 16Ohio Kep., lis. White vs. Kirh-
moud, 11 Ohio hep., 6.) Our laws, says the Court, re-
coirui/.e nothing as current funds of the State of
Ohm hut gold and ailvt r coin and hank notes issued
by hanks Incorporated ny the State and which are
hv law required to be of equal value with gold and
silver coin of the same denomination. Hence a note
for a dollar or a dollar in hank notes is for a sum
certain. (11 Ohio Kep., 7.) These cases settle the law
lor Ohio. The two cases just cited originated in a
state or things like the present, when Cincinnati
hank notes were below par or not worth as much
as gold and silver coin. The effort was made to
limit the recovery to the gold value or the bank
paper at date of note. The Court held that the word
dollars called for such dollars as were legal tender
for debts, and there could he no deduction.

Hut the contracts now made are promises to pay
so many dollars without referring to Treasury notes.
Hut these rases show, ami they only follow the law
as everywhere recognized, that a note promising to
pay so many dollars in greenbacks would he paya¬
ble only in eoin u the Legal Tender act is unconstitu¬
tional.
1 lie reason of ttiis rule is plain. The word dollar

means such a coin us is by the law of the Luited
States declared to he a dollar. Treasury aud bank
notes are promises lo pay dollars, and not hank notes
or Treasury notes. The States can make nothing hut
the legal coin of the United Slates a legal tender for
debts; iience if the Legal Tender act is veid as to Trea¬
sury notes, tiien there is nothing else but coin which
is a legal lender, and no creditor can he compelled to
receive In pa.ment of Ills debt any thing but what is
a legal tender, and that is coin and omy com- 11 the
Lt; at l ender act is void he cannot be compelled to
receive Treasury notes in payment, aud there is then
nothing out gold and silver coin which he can he
compelled to receive.

It v, ill thus be seen that a decision holding the
Legal render act void makes every outstanding
debt payable in coin, and 1 need not say whut wide¬
spread run would iollow the rigid enforcement of
HUcn a decision. A contract promising to deliver at
i certain day Treasury notes calling for the payment
of so tuuuy dollars could uione avoid the effect of
audi a decision. In that case a iailure to deliver
would he a breach of covenant, lor wlilch damages
only could be recovered, and ibe damages would be
limited to the value of the Treasury notes as com¬
pared to coin on the day tuoy should have been de¬
livered.

I cannot have any doubt, as to the power of Con¬
gress to puss the laigal Tender act. The rttate courts
have all decided in favor of us validity, save the
rebel court of Kentucky, I believe. If the United
Slates Supreme Court u <w decide the act unconsti¬
tutional it will be a political d< cislon, like that in
the tired Scott case, and cuUtlcu to no respect, nor
should it be followed by the state courts until the
reorganized Supreme Court should have an oppor-
i unity to reconsider the question. 1 caunot believe
that the present court will make any such decision,
though we have, to some exteut, politicians instead
of lawyers on the bench.
One word on the resumption of specie payment.

The less Congress does this session the better. The
first step, however, must come from Congress; lt
nrast make greenbacks equivalent to coin. At pre¬
sent thev are not. Creeuhacks will not pay Custom
House duties. The importer must take paper for
his goods imported, ami he must pay the duties iu
coin; hence lie is lorced into the market to buy coin,
aud ho must pay for lt whatever the holder of com
detnauds. As long as this state of the law continues
there can he uo resumption, because the law makes
coin worth morp than paper; hence paper would he
used not for the purposes of husiuess, but to obtain
com ami thereby make a profit.

If Congress would simply enact that duties might
he paid in Treasury notes at their value in coin, aud
that interests should be paid in the same at its value
in com, I do not believe com would he
worth any premium, because no one would
wuut to buy it, the same not being used
for any purpose for which Treasury notes
could not he used. Paper and coin would
both he equal, since both could perform the same
functions. The foreign demand for coin could then
iiloncgtveit a value above Treasury notes, if that
demand passes cerium limits, then, do what you
might, specie payment would he Impossible. In my
oi iuion, this is lite first step to be taken. If Con¬
gress would pass such a law at once, it would be then
politic to w ait and see what lis effect would be.

iie holders of bonds could not object, because
they would be paid in what was the equivalent of
com, and that is all any one can ask. Our domestic
creditors at once convert their gold coupons into
Treasury notes, whicit is now thu only domestic
standard of value we have. All values in business
transactions are measured by Treasury note dollars
uud not by com. 'lime must bring about the change
winch au desire; but Congress must repeal its un-
w is" legislation.unwise in its inception and equully
unwise now.before a step can he taken leading to
resumption. Yours, SIMKoN JiA.SU.

RAMAPO PARK.
A Suburban Park of 7*000 Acres in th«

Vicinity of New York.
Tlie development or rural tastea and rural habits,

fostered by the increase of railway facilities to and
from our large cities, la no where so marked as in
the vicinity of New York. Along tho several lines of
railway which diverge from the city into the adjoining
counties, and tuto Connecticut and New Jersey, con¬
tinuous villages extend for many miles, lleyond
these arc successions of villas uud country seats
with highly ornamented grounds, exhibiting much
taste and reflueineut. In many localities largo tracts
of laud ure included In ono general system of im¬

provement, adding greatly to the beauty of the land¬
scape ami to the comfort of the residents by excludj
Ing every possibility of nuisances of any kind. Au¬
dubon Park, laid out under the auspices of the dlstin
guished naturalist whose name it bears, was one of
the pioneers In this character of improvements; and
the air of neatness and social comfort which still
pervades that locality, although it Is fast being en¬

croached upon by the rapid strides of the clt£, bears
testimony to the wisdom and good taste of the
designer.
l.ewellvn Park. Ridgefield Park, Rutherfurd

Park, (lieu Park and a host ol others are designs of
the same nature. All of them, however, are com¬
paratively limited In their extent; at least they arc
so when compared witn the design Just completed
of the "Kamapo Reserve and Hunting Park," em¬
bracing an ar -a of 7,000 acres, the locality of which
is that portion of the Highlands of the Hudson,
which, pjssing into Rockland county, in cloven by
the Kamapo river, forming a most beautiful and pic¬
turesque scene of valley und mountain clHTs, table
lands and mountain lake*. The I .rle Railway passes
turough the gorge of the Highland* at this point,
where it outers ihe Mate of New iork, and a drive
of live minutes from Hutfern station brings you to
tho entrance of the park. The principal avenue
winds along the bank of the Kamapo. and to the
right a succession of terraces extends to the base of
the mountain, affording many tine sites for resi¬
dences. At the point where the valley of the Kamapo
Is met by the valley of the Torn'e the avenue crosses
the i.amapo, and after following the right bank for
some distance K gradually ascends thee,utterly slope
of 'he mountain, where a scene of an almost Alpine
cliara< cr Is presented. As uir as the eye can reach
the rugged tops ot the Kamapo Mountains rise
one above tne other, with the I'orne iu the fore¬
ground, around whose summit the clouds arc gath¬
ering, while I'olake Lake, three miles in extent,
glistens in the sunlight at its leef.
Pew would believe that within one hour's ride of

New York so wild and picturesque a spot could be
found. The general design ot tins park is somewhat
peculiar. It Is intended that, the price of the entire
property being determined, there shall lie a fund for
improvement and maintenance: the whole will then
lie divided among a limited nuinlier of subscribers,
who shall become actual residents, each selecting his
she for a country seat, and with the fee sim¬
ple of thai also receiving. In perpetuity, the
right to use the entire reserve for hunting, ilsMng,
driving, Ac. Numerous lakes, ponds and streams
furnish an inexhuustlbio amount or Ashing, while
the forests which cover the mountains are tilled with
every kind of game. The enure scenery la as dlver-
siited as It is picturesque. The mountain streams
and rills have their cascades ami waterfalls; the val¬
leys and glens an* as secluded as the hills and moun¬
tains arc prominent, and, besides all this, iherc Is a
deep historic Inierest attached to II which will always
give It a peculiar charm to the patriotic. The gorge
of the Kamapo was the only passage throngh which
a hostile force could have passed northward during
the occupation of New York by the British troops.
The great chain across the Hudson at'West Point
secured the pussage of the river against the
licet, but a land movement on the westerly
aide or the river could only be effectively
opposed at i his precise spot. Accordingly Ueneral
Washington caused heavy Intreuchments to t>e
throw n up at the gorge, the remains of which are
si ill religiously preserved, on the Tome Mountain
he established an observatory from which all the
movements of the enemy eould be distinctly watched;
so that ihe spot revives the Incidents which at¬
tended the most critical |icrlod of our country's his¬
tory. Ami It is fitting i hat s park of sack fraud pro¬
portions should preserve within Its limits, sur¬
rounded with those embellishments which a true
regard for nature suggests, the mementos of a strug¬
gle so fraught, with heroism and so full of momen¬
tous consequences to the future.
This splendid d'-sign has been conceived and exe¬

cuted by fieneral Kgbert. L. Vicle. who has shown In
it the same taste and skill winch are exhibited In his
plans of Central Park and Prospect Park, which add
so much to the two great cities of which they are the
gems.

CREDIT WHEA£_MED!T IS DUE.
Nsw York, Hoc. 2«, inns.

To tiii: Kditor ok tiik Hkrai.d:.
I wish to do a simple ad of justice to a friend, fn

your paper of the 27th it Is stated that tieorgc W.
Child* expended 110,000 In charities. Ac., on Christ¬
mas Hay, and 4 at bis request" a dlnucr was given
to the newsbojs. Ac. Now, Ihe Mcssra. Itrexd sre
ownds of the Philadelphia Lnhjrr and the fyl./e.
Paneling, and Mr. Auiimny lirexel and his brother*
arc the benevolent gentlemen whose hearts sre Bib '

with loving kindness, and who bestow so quietly the
charities we delight so much to hear of. litr. i hllds,
wucn ul home, is merely tne lnstrumeut. t lit i ll.

THE HOLIDAYS AID THE FLORISTS.

TO THE EDITOM OK THE HERALDI.
Tbe amount of flowers used In New York for the

Christinas and New Year holidays yon may safely
pat down at a valuation of $150,000. Christmas of
lata years Is much more generally observed, and
large quantities of live plants for rooms as well as
flowers for dinner tables are presented. The plant
presents 1 attribute more to the German element of
our population. The amount of flowers for the
whole year will hardly fall short of fl,000,000, and,
should you Include the flowering plants, will exceed
that considerably.
There are from 200 to 300 families depending on

the growth of plants and flowers to supply New
York. The larger number In a small way are princi¬
pally Germans and French. The larger growers and
longest established are Scotch, English and Irish,
some of whom have very extensive establishments,
with thousands of feet of glass houses for forcing
flowers for winter. A few of the most extensive
establishments are John Henderson, Broadway, near
Nineteenth street, and Flushing, Long Island; W. C.
Wilson, No. 45 West Fourteenth street, and Astoria,
Long Island; Andrew Brldgeman, Broadway and
Eighteenth street, and Astoria, Long Island; Peter
Henderson, Jersey City; James Wler, Bay Kidgc,
Long Island, with many others.
The most fashionable flowers for bouquets this

season are tea rosebuds, lilies of the valley, violets,
carnations, heliotrope, daphne odora, Ac., tied In
a loose bunch, with rose geranium and rose leaves
for green. The slur and formal bouquet is now sel¬
dom asked for. When you want anything extra
choice, or what may be called XX, you must go In
for oreheades. Those are tho most rare, gorgeous
and fragrant flowera of India, China, Japan, Mexico
and tropical Amerlea, and aro only in few collec¬
tions. Those are the flowers with which the queens
and princesses of tho Old World adorn their hair 011
bridal and festive occasions, orange blossoms aro
also indispensable. Tho Indians "of Mexico and
Central America hold them In the highest esteem.
The peristeila elata (dove flower), pure white,
of a waxy texture, has the perfect torm
ot a dove with half expanded wings, Inside the
flower very fragrant, and held in great reverence by
the people of Central America, under the name of
sautiia splruia. The onc< dium papllllo or butterfly
flower is also a choice geia 111 Spanish mariposa;
the cattlegas of Brazil ami Venezuela are among
the showiest of the lamiiy. The Ladia majales or llor
de majo, of Mexico, is w hat I'halon is said to get his
line perfume extracted irom. 1 he next grand an t
nisot useful flower is the caineilu Japonic*, Tu all
Its various colors. While ones ure u-ed 011 all occa¬
sions and form a groundwork of all large flower
pieces for decorations : tuberose Is a very desirable
flowerfor purity and fragrance, and much used at
funerals in forming wreaths, crosses, and other de¬
signs. In connection with the cuuiella this using
wliite flowers for funerals has become so extensively
In use within, I may say ten years, thai It forms a
large item In the flower trade of New York As much
as Ave hundred dollars, and sometimes more, ure
used at one funeral where the family has large con¬
nections.
Church decorations at Easter and other saints'

days make considerable trade. The Catholics were
first in decorating their churches, but now many de¬
nominations follow the custom. Many gentlemen
use their own flowers from their country greenhouses, and often order flowers from the florist, not
having enough from their own places to supply their
desires; others sell all their flowers to meet the ex¬
penses of their country places while living in town.
At New Year we are glad to purchase flowers from

anywhere to supply our orders. Many come from
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington and Albany.
South of New York Christmas Is Hie great holiday ;
by New Year's they have generally some flowers to
spare. The flower trade has made wonderful pro¬
gress the past Ave years all over the Eastern and
Middle States. The great American people have the
Innate love for the beautiful and have the means to
enjoy it. The Southern Mates before tho war were the
great garden of flowers. Every new and rare (lowering
plant was purchased by tbe Southern ladies and
gardened with the greatest care and attention.
They stilt have the love but not the means to gratify
so laudable and beautiful an undertaking.

ISAAC BUCHANAN.
No. 9 West Seventeenth street.

A DAY AMONG TBE FLORISTS.

Floral Customs Among the Ancient* and Me-
dheval Age*.Modern Culture of Flowers.
ProgroN and Cirowlh of the Trade In This
City.
Flowers liavc been fittingly Ucsiguatcd the smiles

of the earth. Aud so they are, ami smiles of beamy,
and

*. of boautyla a joy fur<*v«»v»
Yes, nowere are a joy, and they always have been

and always will be. They are a joy as the outer
expression of all that is most beautiful on earth, and
as infinitely surpassing in delicacy of formation and
exquisite shades of coloring the finest fabrications
of highest genius and art; they are a Joy as diffusing
sweet-scented odors, to which the aroma of the most
entrancing perfumes Is but a clumsy aspiration of t he
finite after tho far away and unattainable perfections
of the Infinite; tliey are a joy as expressive of any
variety of human sentiment, from the commonest
Interchanges of everyday friendship to the tenderest
emotions of the most passionate love, or from the
faintest shadow of Incipient dislike to a soul frenzied
with fierce and undying hate. They are a joy as

gtvlug mute bnt touching revelation or holy and un¬

lading remembrances of deceased loved ones.
Flowers aud the uses to which they have t>cen de¬

voted in tho successive ages or the world's history
present a subject as interesting as it ts attractive
and instructive. Anaercou in his odes speaks of the
custom of encircling the head, ueck aud breast with
erowus and garlands of (lowers. This custom passed
from the (ireeks to the Itomans, and It also existed
among the Hebrews, who probaoly borrowed It from
the Egyptians or Uabyiomans. For the adornment
of touibs and burial places the Greeks em¬

ployed generally the mvrtle and the amaranth,
but the Homans gave the preference to the lily, the
saffron plant, and, above ad, the rose. The ancients
were careful to renew the plants which were placed
around their sepulchral urns, to give them as nearly
as possible the appearance of a perpetual spring¬
time of flowers. The ltomans considered this pious
care so agreeable to the spirits of the departed that
wealthy citlzeus often bequeathed entire gardens to
be reserved lor furnishing their tombs with (lowers.
In Turkey females that died nnmarried had a rose

sculptured at the top of their monument. Some of
the ancient heroes as well as heroines of whom we

read spent upon floral decorations lavish sums.

Cleopatra, not satisfied with having prepared
for her first meeting with Autony a

hall whose walls were covered with pnrple
tapestry interwoven with gold, and all the
roses of solid gold, enriched with precious stones,
had the door covere I with roses to the depth of
eighteen inches. Whether association with the erratic
and luxurious Queen of Egypt begot In her noble
suitor and slave a passion for flowers he did not

possess before history does not inform tis; but It Is
a matter of historical record that when after the bat¬
tle of Actlum he thrust himself through with his
sword for rear ho might fall Into the hands of
Augustus, he, with his dying breath, requested Cleo¬
patra not to forget Ills tomb, but while she lived
scatter over It roses. When Nero.he who played
tne violin at the burning of Itouie.gave Ids
celebrated fete In the Gulf of Bartu he expended
upon flowers alone four million sesterces, or about
$loo,ooo. as expressed In modern greenback cur¬
rency. Some of the successors of Nero were quite as
luxuriantly extravagiut upon the sun.eet of dowers.
Lucius Aurelius Vol** had a couch made <m which
were tour raised etfchions, closed on all sides bv a

very thin net and OIF -I with leaves of roses. Hello-

SolalMis was not satisfied with the natural scent of
owers. but Inventec a process of crushing them so

as to intensify then perl nines. It was a universal
habit among the wes:thv at? till* tlmo to scatter roses,
violets, the hyacinth,ihc narcissus and other flowers,
not only on their coiohcs, hut through the halls and
even on tho porticos of their palaces. Gallms would
never sleep except 11 a rose arbor. Among the an¬
cients, and even through the im-dncMil ages,
flowers were cotbplcuous on ad grand oc¬

casion* and at public and private /'(ex.
The Greeks and Homans surrounded the statue* of
Venue, llebo and Flora with garlands of roses.
They had their special floral festivals, at which tlio
statue of tho Olympian Queen was covered with
every variety of flo al products, lu the festival of
Hymen at Alliens tin youth of both sexes, adorned
with the richest, vou rarest flowers, mingled In
dances Inteuded to represent the Innocence of pri¬
meval times. At Home, In times of public rejoicing,
they strewed tb» streets with flowers. The
(lower held In highest repute among tho
ancient* was tho rose. Mythological fable
attributes the pr<*1nct of this flower to Flora,
the Goddess of Fowers. It is stated that having
found the dead bo-iy of one of her favorite nymphs
she Implored the dd of all tho Olympian denies to
aid her In changing It into a flower, which sil others
should acknowledge to i»e the queen. Apollo lent,
the vivifying poWtr of his brains, Hacchus bathed It
lu nectar, vertam.iua gave It perfume. Pomona Its
fruit, ann Flora Iwrselr gave Its diadem of flowers.
Persia and all the ountnea of the orient ore full of
Interesting legend' In connection with flowers. We
nilahf trace out these legends and follow out the
more assured Malory of more modern times, but
we must hurry on to the present era, and more
en, e tally the prt -ent floral epoch, always coming
witii the holidays, in our own time and city,

iiisiiiisaiug utuer countries. France. Uaiy, Tog-

HI
land, Booth and Central America, and. In fact, neat#an the countries of thegiobe. with the broauly coin*prehenslve remark that they all abound In magmfl'cent flower gardens and that the love and culture olnowere are coexistent with civilization and refine¬ment everywhere, we hasten on to our special pre-?.m*"7the_ 1101 al trade In Sew York- of
f Hu !* e "me> above all others, for tlia

»-°.h n iw most Prosperous condition. ou*city la the gayest in the winter months, and tlidacme of gayety la duritnr holiday week. We canboast of no such devotion to flowers as characterisedthe ancients, as shown In what is written above, bufit is an unquestioned fact that the demand lorflowers has for yeare past been steadily increasing,and by steadily increasing we mean that It has ex-ceecibu tne proportionate increase in population*Sums or money are now expended upon uowerathat were unthought of a few yeais agoNo public reception is complete without the delicatebeauty aud welcome fragrance of flowers. Bulla andprivate parties are distinguished by most lavish dis¬plays of these floral tokens of wealth aud luxtirlous-
ness. They have heoome a conspicuously prominentfeature of weddings, and there is not a runeral, par¬ticularly among Hie wealthier classes of soo.eiy, butthat the choicest and most expensive flowers areused to scatter their sweet perfumes over theunburled dead. Hundreds of dollars are
nightly -pent upon bouquets to throw to favoritefl
upon the operatic aud theatrical stage. Ladies wearflowers profusely as head ornaments. In fact,flowers have become an article, and pre-eminentlyso at this time, of almost universal cou<-umpiiou.A visit to the different stores where flowers arc sold
is a inaguiflcent treat, llere one sees the glonoosbeauty of our most beautiful llowcra in perfection.The following are souie of the varieties of flowerti
used iu making up bouquets, baskets, wreaths and
nosegays Jupoincas, of which there are between
Ave aud six hundred varieties ; tuberose, tea rose,of which saffrons, lumurque, tuptctoli and red ana
white carnations, orquet, catalpa, hyacin Us, in all
vaneies of colors; jasmines, daphnes, heliotrope,geraniums, mignonette, polyanthus, narcissus*Neapolitan violets, jonquils, tulips, Cornelias,
crocus, pansies, mesembryanthemums, chry¬santhemums, acaeia, and a list which mightbe exteuded to almost unending length; with,
shells and cunning birds that are wrought into tho
most pleasing combinations, baskets of flowers fit
for a palace, bouquets tit for a queen. The most valu¬
able bouquet at present to be seen on Broad¬
way Is valued at $J0o, ihougn frequentlythey pnt up those costing twice and treble thia
amount aim baske ts worth mucii more. The prin¬
cipal dealers In flowers are William C. Wilson, J.
Buchanan and A. Briugman. All I hose have largo
nurseries at .Morrisania, each covering uot less than
twenty acres aud having not less than 75,Ooo square
feet of glues. These arc the only flower dealers inf
thecityliuvmguuiser.es. There are a multitude ol
others having hothouses, as James Huist A Bon,Walter Held, Ken/on. Hansa, Fii/.patrtck, Kiddock,
Clark and Fisher. Ait the oilier dealers, including
August Brown (who, by the way, has an artificial
process by whicn ho preserves flowers so that they
never fade), liaiut Brothers and K. C. Larochclley
buy their flowers, which are grown principally on
Long isiand and In New Jersey. They make up as
fine bouquets, however, as the rest. At one place on
Christmas Kve were sold baskets and bouquets of the
aggregate value of $2,600. As stated, also, the holi¬
days arc their liarvest time; but the trade continues
good ail winter, till into July, in fact, when the chief
patrons of our city florists betake themselves to the
country and its native wild woods and flowers*
The trade for the past year has been greatly la
advance or what It was the previous vear, and, as al¬
ready stated, has been augmenting rrom year to year-
till now the annual sales count up many hundred
thousands of dollars. The dealers themselves know
their own business, hut seem to know very lit tiff
about I hut of others. As to prices there is generally
a very agreeable unanimity. A beautiful buttoubola
flower such as old bachelors or ambitious vipws and
widowers oppressed with loneliness are apt to sport
may bo had from ten to twcnty-Uve cents, according
to the height to which the ambition of the bachelor
may aspire or the depressing depths ol tliff
widower's loneliness. Nosegays vary in pricu
front a quarter to tenfold tins sum, the ascending
valuation rising in the scale of asccmttng series as
rise in rarity and cost the flowers or which they are
composed. Bouquets may be had for two dollars
and very beautiful ones for ten dollars, but Hlx dol¬
lars is about the average price of average bouquets.
But our people 01 wealth aud fashion often indulge
iu the extravagance, or raiher luxury, of $300 and
$&oo bouquets. On bridal occasions these more ex¬
pensive bouquets are apt to show themselves. All
ttie wealth of flowers and wealth of ingenuity la
the arrangement of the* flowers are expended
upon tbeui. Flower wrouths have all sorts of
prices, according to the size and expensive-
uess of the flowers employed. The acme of
expenditure upon flowers.a single portion of theca¬
ls on flower baskets. These are of two kinds, stand¬
ing aud hauglng baskets. Immense Ingenuity a*
well as taste is expended upon the baskets, *om»
being plain and simple and others of curiously com¬
plex and q mint devices. Several baskets arc fre¬
quently found on one suud.that is to say, a central
basket the largest of all and other smaller ones,
lesser but not less beautiful in their make up, ranged
round this centre. The expense of course is gradu¬
ated b.v the cholco selection of the flowers,
the rarest and richest entering Into their
composition. As high as $2,500 has been
paid for one or these baskets, but very fine ones can
be bought lor twenty-tlve dollars, aud from that up
to tlfty dollars. Some beautiful anil expensive crosses
are also made. There is one on exhibition In Braun's'
window, valued at $150. on special occasions, or a

public reception, a largo private party, at some of
the palatial residences on Fifth avenue, or a weddiug
in fashionable life, arc expended the largest smith
for flowers. It can readily bo seen that In propor¬
tion as are multiplied bouquets and baskcis and
floral wreaths Is multiplied expense. It is not
unusual that thousands or dollars are spent on such
floral decorations. Large sums are expended for floral
tributes to favorites on the operatic and theatrical
stage. The tine faces set off with paint and powder,
and figures finely moulded ami going through he-
wltclunglv umlulatory movements In front of the foot¬
lights, have the most magical effect, and young mea
Just coming Into maturity aud estates and posse<s-
ing more money thau brains are those spending th®
most money upon these floral indulgences. How¬
ever, the profits go to the florist, and suck patronage
helps to swell their gross receipts. As a general
thing thes- -bouquet dingers" aro a claptrap ring
got up for sensational effect. The sure and steady
patrons of our florists are our peoplo of wealth. For
dinner and evening parties, for parlor decorations,
for ornaments of a bride and for the solacing accom¬
paniments of the solemn funeral service ladles, how¬
ever, for the most part, ure the buyers. Their ex¬

quisite taste, so artistically shown in shopping, one
of the natural Inst incts or women, Is as instinctively
shown as it is needed here. An afternoon or evening
call at this Hcason of the year at any of our leading
up town flourlsis will show bevies of the most beauti¬
ful ladies or our city engaged In purchasing flowers-
flowers among flowers.
A great ileal has been written and a great deal

more might be written upon the poetry and the lan¬
guor- ascribed to flowers and their refining in¬
fluences. They are the good angels of this life. Born
of sunny skies, they belit all places.the church, altar
ami tomb, the ball, opera and theatre, the public
party and private parlor, shop and store, office aad
counting room, hascuieut uml attic.anywhere unit
everywhere, all times and all occasions. They give
additional jov to the joyful, they soften the rough
asperities of life, unto Home the.v give solace. They
fill the air with pleasuut perfumes aud the hearts of
all with delight.

COLD BLOOD.

Mrs. Augustus Dickens.Statement of the
Editor of the Ihictfo Tribane.

Mrs. Augustus Dickens, who committed suicide in
Chicago on Christmas eve, wag not the widow of the
deceased brother of Charles Dickens; but the real
Mrs. Augustus Dickens is living In London, support¬
ed by her brother-In-law, the eminent novelist.
There are three Uttle children of the late Augustus
Dickens living in Chicago, who now, in addition to
their other misfortune, are deprived of the lovtug
care or their mother. Mr. Augustus Dickens was a
brilliant scapegrace, who abandoned his wile in
England and ran away to America with Miss Kortha
Phillips, daughter of tin Insurance agent, a young
lady of many attractions and accomplishments. I
have heard that after arriving at an Interior town In
Illinois, and having resided there a sufficient length
of time, he procured a divorce from his wife and
manrled Miss Phillips, but of this I have no knowl¬
edge. It Is certain that she was thenceforward
treated by her own parents as Mrs. Dickens, and
that sne received a small bequest in her father's will
a« "Mrs. Itertha Phillips Dickens." Nevcrthe'css,
the former Mrs. Dickens lived, and still lives, in Lon¬
don, is now afflicted with blindness, and is sup¬
ported by Charles Dickens.
When Mr. Dickens visited this conntry last year

the Eastern press attrlbut'-d remarks in regard to
him to spite, because Mr. Dickens had not Included
Chicago In the list of cities In which he was to give
his readings. It Is easy now to see why Mr. Dickens
could not visit Chicago. If he ha I done so he must
either recognize Mrs. Bertha Phillips Dickens to the
injury of the other Mrs. Dickens, or bv tils refusal to
do so expose her to contumely. It is easy to sec,
also, why he contributed nothing to her support.
These facts came to tny knowledge through the

kindness of a literary lriend In London, u few days
lieforo Mr. Dickens' departure Irotn tnis country-
Much as I desired to repair the injury thai hud been
done him. It was clearly Impossible to do so without
Inflicting the greatest harm upon Mrs. Dickens. I
understood that Charles Dickens lias always been
solicitous that tho lady In question should receive no
other injury from his family than she hud ain ady
received; that he wished her well, aim that ho was
wining to do or to forbear doing anything not In
consistent with his duties to I lie mote mulcted
woman whom his brother Augustus had .eft iu
England.

It only remains to add that Mrs. Bertha Phillip"
Dickens (whom I never saw) bore an unbiemlsfec'*
reputation at Chicago. Upon the decease of hec
husband she was left destitute, with three inb.ni
children to support and educate. Hhe was faithful
to those whom Cod committed to her care. tier
noble struggle with poverty was alleviate" in a

great degree by the kind hearted geniieimn of tho
land department of the Illinois Centralrunway, of
which Mr. Augustus Dickens had been an employe;
ami It Is safe to assume that hor dear children will
not come to want. It appears to mc ihm Mrs.
Dickena died of a broken heart, ond that no contri¬
butions of money from Charles Dickens or the pcopi*
of Chicago could have biamd her wound.

^ HOItACK WHITE,
Editor of the Chicago rriiiune.


